WE WARNED THEM

To the Attorney General, Governor, and people of Missouri,

The We Warned Them Campaign, undersigned individuals, and undersigned organizations call upon
the state of Missouri to take immediate measures to shut down Agape Boarding School, due to Agape’s
use of unsafe and controversial practices on youth in their current care. We further urge the state of
Missouri to take immediate action by addressing the civil rights violations and seeking justice for the

countless young people who have been victimized by Agape Boarding School.

Since its opening in the 1990’s, Agape Boarding School has had overwhelming reports of abuse, neglect,
and exploitation. Numerous students have come forward, alleging abuse. Based on interviews
conducted by the Missouri Highway Patrol (1) to determine whether abuses had occurred at Agape, the
Attorney General recommended pursuing 66 charges against about 20 defendants (2) who were former
staff. Of those 66 charges recommended by the Attorney General’s office, Cedar County Prosecutor Ty
Gaither, who has a personal connection to Agape’s staff (3), chose to pursue only 13 of the charges (4),
and only charges which were misdemeanors or Class E felonies (5). The fact that there is a personal
connection between the County Prosecutor and Agape Boarding School staff undermines the

possibility of satisfactory completion of the case (6).

Survivors of Agape have spoken of alleged maltreatment on various platforms. These allegations
include:
e Improper restraints on children lasting for more than 2 hours (7)
¢ Abuse towards autistic teens (there is currently an active court case) (8)
¢ A survivor of Agape school alleges that he personally witnessed 50-100 youth engage in a range of
behaviors from attempted suicide to self harm. Examples of this include: drinking bottles of
poisonous liquid, hangings, and youth throwing themselves down flights of stairs. Despite
protocols, these incidents were never reported (9).
¢ Asoflate of 2021, 5 Agape Boarding School workers were charged with assault (10).
The recent reports of abuse prove that youth are fundamentally unsafe in Agape’s care. The only way to
stop this cycle of abuse is for Missouri to take further legislative action (11) to establish preventative
measures while also ensuring there are no potential loopholes. We are urging you to take immediate
action by shutting down Agape Boarding School, and to support the introduction of legislative action to
prevent organizations like Agape from abusing more youth. The survivor reports of physical and sexual

assault, high rates of c-PTSD, and suicide rates amongst survivors are all calls of urgency (12).

The We Warned Them Campaign looks forward to your public response.

In Solidarity,
The We Warned Them Campaign
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http://www.childusadvocacy.org/
https://endseclusion.org/
https://www.youthrights.org/about/who-we-are/
http://grapefruit.org/
http://againstrestraint.com/
http://www.njjn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1466984750026584
http://www.hopeworxinc.org/
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http://wewarnedthem.org/
http://www.tbylr.com/
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