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Each year, the guardianship of thousands of vulnerable youth are signed over to for-profit, private residential
youth programs that lack state and federal oversight. This means that these programs can be established fairly
spontaneously and are not required to report what goes on within the facility to the state or federal government. 
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WE WARNED THEM
A CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT YOUTH FROM INSTITUTIONAL ABUSE

 Our mission is to inspire
communities nationwide to use
their voices to demand elected

officials take the necessary
actions to prevent further abuse

and exploitation of at-risk
youth. 

We are dedicated to
amplifying the voices 
of POC, the LGBTQIA+

community and
those who are neurodivergent

&/or differently abled.

The We Warned Them campaign is
a grassroots movement created in
response to the historical lack of

action taken by our elected
officials to protect at-risk youth

placed in residential care.

The Purpose of this toolkit is to inspire action by providing survivors, advocates and allies with specific
tools and resources to take the critical actions necessary to 
protect at-risk youth. 

 If we collectively bring these human rights violations 
to our elected officials and hold them accountable for 
lack of action, we will effectively change the status quo. 

THE TROUBLED TEEN INDUSTRY

THE PURPOSE
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These programs may label themselves as wilderness, therapeutic, boot camp, or religious programs, and are
collectively known as the ”Troubled" Teen Industry (TTI). The TTI operates out of sight, typically in  remote
locations away from public scrutiny. It is a multi-billion dollar industry that exploits vulnerable youth & their
families for profit. Thousands of cases of abuse and neglect have been reported in the media over the last 40
years. During this time, young people in the TTI have experienced human rights violations, abuse and
injustices. These include but are not limited to: Seclusion & Restraint, Abusive Transport, Abuse of Religious
Exemptions, Conversion Therapy, and Human Rights Violations

Thousands who have survived institutional abuse as youth still live with trauma from their experiences to this
day. 

The identities & backgrounds of staff, 
Number of children in the institutions’ care, 
Quality of education being provided, 
Incidents of abuse, neglect, exploitation, restraint; 
Medication [overuse or lack of] & medical treatment. 

This lack of oversight extends to: 
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hOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE

STRENGTHEN YOUR KNOWLEDGE

Understanding the historical context of oppression in marginalized communities is key to becoming an
effective advocate - we must look at all areas of oppression as they intersect within the framework of our
advocacy. Throughout your advocacy journey you will come across people from all walks of life which is
why we cannot stress enough the importance of taking the time to educate yourself on any of the
following topics that you are not familiar with.

Learn more about diversity, equity and inclusion by reviewing the Drake University Social Justice Toolkits on the following topics: 

Disabilities & Disability Justice
Mixed Race Identities
Male Privilege and ‘Masculinity’
Asexuality and Ace Communities
and

LGBTQIA Allyship
         +Intersex Identities

Gender Identity & Expression
White Privilege
Intersectionality
Power/Privilege/Oppression
Migration/Immigration/Refuge
e Issues 
Muslim Identities &
Islamophobia
Trans & Queer People of Color
(POC) experiences
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Click on the Icon to learn about the historical oppression of marginalized communities
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Latinx and Latin@ Perspectives
in the U.S.
First Nation and Indigenous
Identities
#NoDAPL and Standing Rock
Cultural Appropriation
Black Feminism & Womanism
Women, Girls, & Gender Justice
Bisexual+: Bisexual, Pansexual,
Fluid, & Queer Identities

https://www.racialequitytools.org/resources/fundamentals/history-of-racism-and-movements/overview-and-timelines
https://ready.web.unc.edu/section-1-foundations/module-1b-introduction/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/category/advocacy/conversion-therapy/
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.giarts.org/sites/default/files/conference_websites/2017/documents/construction-of-race-and-racism.pdf
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/historical-foundations-race
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race/topics/historical-foundations-race
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/black-to-the-future/tolerance-for-violence/
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://polarisproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/LGBTQ-Sex-Trafficking.pdf
https://www.aclu.org/news/criminal-law-reform/what-100-years-of-history-tells-us-about-racism-in-policing/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/158-resources-understanding-systemic-racism-america-180975029/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/juvenile-justice/school-prison-pipeline
https://www.newamerica.org/in-depth/anti-muslim-activity/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2021/03/a-long-history-of-bigotry-against-asian-americans/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/us/ada-disabilities-act-history.html?ref=oembed
https://www.zinnedproject.org/materials/color-line-colonial-laws
https://www.drake.edu/diversity/getinvolved/resources/social-justice-toolkit/
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit15.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit19.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit20.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit21.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit13.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit21.pdf
https://www.drake.edu/diversity/getinvolved/resources/social-justice-toolkit/
http://www.resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/sjtoolkit2.pdf
http://www.resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/sjtoolkit3.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit4.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit6.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit6.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit7.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit8.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/SJTOOLKIT9.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit17.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit18.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Sjtoolkit14.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit10.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit12.pdf
http://resilientcampus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/sjtoolkit11.pdf
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http://www.womenscenterofgreaterlansing.org/a-beginners-guide-to-allyship/
https://pillarnonprofit.ca/news/what-does-it-mean-act-ally


Understanding trauma informed care (TIC) is a vital
component to not only understanding the
principals that programs geared toward at-risk
youth should follow themselves but also so that
you can implement the core principals into your
advocacy for survivors.

Review SAMHSA's Concepts of Trauma & Guidance 
for Trauma-Informed Approach for an in-depth 
guide if you are not familiar with trauma-informed 
approaches.
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Click on the Icons to learn more in depth about Advocacy at its Core 
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https://www.joyfulheartfoundation.org/6-steps-to-support-a-survivor
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/2020-05/1906A-03%20Manual.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://ncsacw.samhsa.gov/userfiles/files/SAMHSA_Trauma.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://nic.unlv.edu/pcan/files/PCAA%25202014%2520Advocacy%2520Guide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/advocacy_toolkit_en_0.pdf
https://www.stopitnow.org/our-work/about-us/prevention-advocacy
https://pj.news.chass.ncsu.edu/2019/02/04/survivor-centered-survivor-focused/


Stop whatever you're doing, sit 

"Square Breathing"

1. Inhale for 4 seconds

2. Hold breath in for 4 seconds

3. Exhale for 4 seconds

4. Hold breath out for 4 seconds 

Repeat for as long as you want

Move your body! Go for a walk, run, 

Check out this resource for more: 

         still, and take 3 deep breaths.  

         dance, stretch, whatever is easy and 

           fun for you :)

EASY, DAILY AT-HOME SELF CARE PRACTICES

learn more about vicarious trauma and compassion fatigue

Engaging in self-care practices is important for all victim
advocates. On a daily basis, advocates are exposed to trauma
through the stories of the survivors that we work with –
whether the stories are heard in person, in writing, over the
phone or through social media. Constant exposure to any type
of trauma can take a toll on an advocate’s well-being. As
advocates, we carry these stories in our hearts and usually do
not realize that we are also carrying the effects of compassion
fatigue. If you are working as an advocate or are a family
member or friend to a survivor, please remember to take some
time to care for yourself. The following resources may be a
helpful place to start.
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https://socialwork.buffalo.edu/resources/self-care-starter-kit.html
https://ideas.bkconnection.com/how-advocates-for-inclusion-keep-from-burning-out
https://www.nctsn.org/trauma-informed-care/secondary-traumatic-stress#:~:text=Secondary%20traumatic%20stress%20is%20the,disasters%2C%20and%20other%20adverse%20events.
https://www.odvn.org/self-care/self-care-corner/
https://www.apa.org/topics/covid-19/compassion-fatigue
https://mivan.org/resources-for-advocate-resilience/
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self care for survivors

Non-consensual separation from family and friends
Forced labor, exploitation, and inhumane
punishments
Psychological and emotional manipulation or
brainwashing
Verbal, physical, or sexual abuse 
Medical Malpractice 

For decades, survivors of the TTI have reported they
experienced at least one of the following :

Each one of these is a form of trauma. It is common and
perfectly normal for TTI survivors to experience some
form of post-traumatic stress following their release
from an institution. Common symptoms include
memory problems, difficulty sleeping, trouble with
concentration, and hyper-sensitivity. While these
symptoms can be debilitating, they are normal reactions
to this type of traumatic experience and are highly
treatable!   

is no, ask for recommendations!

Professional Support
MENTAL HEALTH CARE IS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT

If you are interested in seeking support from a

professional therapist:

1) Contact your health insurance provider and request 
a list of local therapists that are covered on your
insurance plan. 

2) Go through the list, read reviews, and reach out to
whoever seems like a good fit.

3) Ask if they are taking new patients. If the answer 

Things to keep in mind when seeking professional
support: Many therapists will be unfamiliar with
the TTI. However, all therapists should know how

to assist people in processing trauma. Don't give up
right away if your therapist is unfamiliar with the
specifics if the TTI. Instead ask yourself, does this

person seem willing and capable of understanding
my experience? Do I feel safe and validated by this

person? 

NOTE: You can ask your therapist whether they
have experience working with survivors of
institutional abuse. If their answer is no, you
can always ask for further recommendations!  

Grounding Techniques

Splashing cold water on your face
Doing jumping jacks or other intense exercise
"Paired muscle relaxation" 

Breathe in for 5 seconds while tightly
clenching your muscles, then exhale for 5
seconds and relax your muscles
completely. You can do the whole body at
once, or take it one body part at a time.  

Squeeze an ice cube wrapped in a towel
This is a great technique for bringing
yourself out of a panic attack. The ice will
not hurt your body, but the intense cold
will literally shock you back into the
present moment.  

At-Home Self Care: 
Grounding: Try the exercises pictured above, and
the "square breathing" practice explained on page 7!
If you find yourself experiencing anxiety or panic
attacks, you can try:

Check out these links for more free and easy self care: 

The Trauma
Foundation

www.thetraumafoundation.org

8



Understanding the problem
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https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/sop2.10
https://wewarnedthem.org/the-problem-2/
https://www.cracked.com/personal-experiences-1270-6-shocking-realities-secret-troubled-teen-industry.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/sexual_orientation/events_cle/youth-in-congregate-care/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2043610619900514
https://www.businessinsider.com/trouble-with-troubled-teen-label-and-behavioral-modification-industry-2021-2


Get Activated
Understanding the solutions
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In 2018, David Hess died at the Wordworth's
facility following a fight with staffers who
accused him of stealing an iPod and went to
his room in search of it. In the confrontation
that followed, three staffers restrained Hess,
who grew agitated as they flipped over his
bed and tossed furniture around, according
to a report on the incident by the state
Department of Human Services. One held his
legs while another repeatedly punched his
ribs, the report said. At one point, Hess
began gasping for breath, saying, "Get off me,
I can't breathe," witnesses who heard his
screams later told state investigators.
The YRP Task Force was created in response 

DAVID HESS

to his death. We believe a nationwide task force regardless if legislation is in place or not, should be
continuous to ensure youths rights are being protected in institutional and congregate settings. 



On April 20, 2005, Congressman George Miller (left) introduced HR 1738 -- "End Institutional Abuse 
Against Children Act" -- into the United States House of Representatives. The bill was assigned to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce and to the Committee on International Relations but was 
never enacted into law. 

In late 2005, George Miller asked the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to launch an investigation
 of private residential treatment programs. Investigations by the GAO in 2007-08 found dozens of  deaths 
related to abuse at such residential programs, along with thousands of further allegations, many confirmed, 
of abuse. GAO investigators posing as parents also discovered widespread use of fraudulent marketing 
practices. 

In October of 2007, congress heard from parents  of teens whom died in private residential facilities. 

Stop Child Abuse in Residential Programs for Teen Act (SCARPTA), H.R.58760, was introduced by George 
Miller in 2007-2008 but was never enacted into Law.

“Untrained/uncaring staff, reckless
management, irresponsible 

operating practices, permitted these
horrible tragedies to occur. Sadly the 
deaths of  Erica, Aaron & Ryan are not

isolated cases. The Government
Accountability’s office found 
thousands of cases of abuse & 
neglect  in private residential 

homes for teens from 1990 to 2007.

Congressman George Miller

“The truth is Nightmares & Psychological
scars of being dragged from your home to a
place in the middle of nowhere, restrained
in blankets & duct tape, assaulted: verbally
& physically – those scars and that trauma

never go away. To my friends who have
since died from suicide because of the

nightmares or those who still suffer the
nightmare: Our Time & Our Voice will not

be in Vain.”

Jon Martin-Crawford 

“Last year I testified that negligent 
practices contributed to the death & 

abuse of troubled youth. Todays 
testimony responds to your  

(Congressman George Millers)
 request that we continue our work. 
My testimony has two parts: First, 

I will discuss cases of death & abuse.
Second, I will discuss industry 

marketing practices.”

 Greg Kutz
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SCARPTA was reintroduced again in 2009, 2011, 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 - it never passed. To this day 
federal legislation has not been enacted into law. 

The historical lack of action taken on behalf of our e
lected officials has resulted in the continued abuse, 
neglect and exploitation of at-risk youth. These are 
names and stories of youth who have tragically died 
from preventable deaths in TTI programs: David Hess,
Shaquan Allen, Jon Hently, Jake Spencer, Erica Harvey,
Anthony Haynes, Sasha Crystal Ruiz, Paige Elizabeth
Lungford, Brendan Blum, Cornelius Fredericks, Naomi
Woods, and Krista Simons. 

http://www.unmarriedamerica.org/emancipation/legislation/MILLCA_028_XML.PDF
http://www.unmarriedamerica.org/emancipation/legislation/MILLCA_028_XML.PDF
http://www.unmarriedamerica.org/emancipation/legislation/MILLCA_028_XML.PDF
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-08-346.pdf
https://www.c-span.org/video/?201427-1/child-abuse-private-facilities
https://www.c-span.org/video/?201427-1/child-abuse-private-facilities
https://www.c-span.org/video/?201427-1/child-abuse-private-facilities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMIxtvR0Ldw&t=305s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkmGgH11Dmk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dr47O5OjC_A
https://www.inquirer.com/philly/news/Death-of-teen-at-Wordsworth-was-homicide-Medical-Examiner-says.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/investigations/ct-allendale-shaquan-allen-death-met-20160526-story.html
https://medium.com/@sneii748/the-troubled-teen-industry-the-politics-of-abuse-within-therapeutic-boarding-schools-d343435e5d36
https://www.c-span.org/video/?201427-1/child-abuse-private-facilities&start=5889#!
https://www.prisonlegalnews.org/news/2005/aug/15/arizona-boot-camp-director-convicted-in-teens-death/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/article2102470.html
https://autismmemorial.wordpress.com/2007/06/28/brendan-blum/
https://www.the-sun.com/news/1259834/cornelius-fredericks-restrained-i-cant-breathe-death-teenager/
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2021/07/03/faith-based-lakeland-girls-academy-draws-scrutiny-after-teens-death/7823815002/?fbclid=IwAR38zGgeO0C7ObNeDRQzU7smzEzOk0B-YYmbQNBA52f5VfMtFFIbAE3zX5U


In order to help prevent this cycle of abuse from re-
occurring, we need you to take action on behalf of our
most vulnerable youth. The following are actions you
can take to demand change and raise awareness on a
local, state and federal level:
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Here's some tips on contacting and working with you're elected officials:

Making them aware of the urgency due to the habitual malpractices of the TTI is a critical first step to
demanding change. Your voice is crucial in the fight to end abuse, neglect, exploitation and death in
residential placements through out the nation. If you are unfamiliar with contacting your reps please follow
the steps below (click on step one to be taken to www.findmyreps.org:

As a constituent, it is your representatives duty to not
only listen to your concerns but implement policy
solutions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqNf2OPdu8c
https://www.youthrights.org/action/toolkit/working-with-elected-officials/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/They-Work-For-Us-A-Self-Advocates-Guide-to-Getting-Through-to-your-Elected-Officials.pdf
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
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Raise awareness

Raising awareness can take many different forms - the end
goal? To create meaningful action that causes a domino effect
that inspires others to do the same. No action is to small or
insignificant! Every action that is taken makes a powerful
impact that causes an everlasting ripple effect. 

You will find that the people in your community will never
forget what you did to bring this important issue to light. 

We encourage you to create you're own calls to actions using
your unique ideas and methods. The following are some
examples of actions you can take to inspire your community
into taking action:

14

Don't follow the path. Go where

there is no path & start a trail.

R U B Y  B R I D G E S

https://results.org/volunteers/engaging-the-community
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://results.org/wp-content/uploads/PowerfulSpeakingWorkbook.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://advox.globalvoices.org/wp-content/downloads/gv_blog_advocacy2.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://worldvisionadvocacy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Social-media-guide-for-advocates.pdf?pdf%3DSocial_Media_Guide
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.southernvoices.net/en/documents/the-advocacy-toolkits-en/12-toolkit-4-strengthening-advocacy-networks-en/file.html
https://www.buzzsprout.com/how-to-make-a-podcast?gclid=Cj0KCQjwpf2IBhDkARIsAGVo0D0mm3KIf_ZKxiLIw82QZvbzCZN3pkHHmFG0uAe1AWDFNDrLV_zpJdAaAoE-EALw_wcB
https://www.wikihow.com/Start-an-Awareness-Campaign


Hold an Event such as a town hall meeting, rally,
press conference, meet & greet or create your own
kind of event! Please email us if you'd like us to list
your event on our platforms & most importantly
remember to Know your rights!

You can make a difference

What is a public demonstration?
About Public Demonstrations
Why might you want to organize a public
demonstration?
When might you want to organize a public
demonstration?
How to organize a public demonstration?

With this    Organizing Public Demonstrations guide
from Community Tool Box you will learn: 
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Please review's the ACLU's  "Know Your Rights: Demonstrations and Protests"
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PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION
Public Demonstrations are a powerful way to bring awareness and connect with the community.
View ways in which public demonstrations have made a difference in communities everywhere. 

Freedom Village USA

Circle of Hope

#JusticeforMoniquePayne

NeuroClastic: #StoptheShock 

#ShutdownUHS Lobbying at the Capitol

https://www.postandcourier.com/news/christian-teen-home-relocating-to-sc-mountains-punishes-students-on-the-woodpile/article_990f2aa8-5166-11e9-947d-2bc190c60cb4.html
https://www.greenvilleonline.com/story/news/2019/08/02/residents-oppose-freedom-village-camp-affiliated-youth-camp-pickens-county/1882549001/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/girls-alleged-abuse-reform-school-years-it-stayed-open-until-n1241011
https://www.news-leader.com/story/news/local/missouri/2021/03/10/circle-hope-girls-ranch-missouri-christian-reform-school-owners-charged-child-abuse-statutory-rape/6937244002/
https://www.nny360.com/news/nationandworld/we-are-finally-being-heard-students-cheer-as-missouri-passes-reform-school-bill/article_80273dcd-1fef-5493-80d0-b2e05dc68cd3.html
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/field_pdf_file/kyr_protests.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Freel%2FCom6bzpJQsJ%2F%3Figshid%3DMzRlODBiNWFlZA%253D%253D%26fbclid%3DIwAR2hPELrbvIdK2xpZ8u6bgy26p_inkDDEHoJm0d3LN1qKrO2-rfZkXHcl_0&h=AT3B0BASoFHd-YMkJjVZUWsGFSBq1gq7cDKhnVplmIef_V1mUR73JdycX2-kKyOj5x_C40qPylZh4U95R4arKsfQKrepb2rXkgTGS5h0Ybew4KfHEjRhh-OhBgULeACU_Yg1rw
https://www.facebook.com/NeuroClastic/videos/stoptheshock-virtual-protest/422951069842629/?locale=ms_MY
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/oct/10/paris-hilton-protest-provo-canyon-school-utah
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-10817105/Paris-Hilton-documents-final-day-Capitol-Hill-lobbying-lawmakers.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-10817105/Paris-Hilton-documents-final-day-Capitol-Hill-lobbying-lawmakers.html
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/public-demonstrations/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/public-demonstrations/main
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/public-demonstrations/main


A Federal Work Group on Youth Residential Programs to improve the dissemination and implementation of
data and best practices regarding the health and safety, care, treatment, and appropriate placement of youth in
youth residential programs. 
A complementary study by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine to examine the state
of youth in youth residential programs and make recommendations for the coordination by Federal and State
agencies of data on youth in youth residential programs; and the improvement of Federal and State oversight
of youth residential programs receiving Federal funding.

The Stop Institutional Child Abuse Act aims to lift the curtains on this opaque industry by enhancing national data
collection and reporting and facilitating information sharing among every agency who interact with these
programs. This bill is an important step in preventing child abuse and ensuring the safety and well-being of youth
in institutional care settings.

The Stop Institutional Child Abuse Act will establish: 

Transparency and Accountability are critical in our efforts to prevent the abuse and neglect of youth in residential
programs and eventually reduce the usage of institutional settings overall to prioritize community-based and
family-centered care. This will lead to healthier communities and will spare countless children and youth
irreparable trauma and preventable death at the hands of those entrusted with their care. "The Stop Institutional
Child Abuse Act" was introduced in April 2023 and so far 94 organizations have signed on to SICAA.

 We Warned Them is asking all survivors, advocates and 
allies to complete our 3 step call to action: 

1. Sign on to our letter asking elected officials to support 
     SICAA

2. Contact your representatives and give them the letter, 
     ask if  they can co-sponsor the bill

3. Fill out the Rep Response form detailing how your 
     meeting went and if your officials will co-sponsor or 
     support the bill. 

After you fill out the Rep Response, it will be uploaded 
onto our virtual map that will show which elected 
officials are going to co-sponsor SICAA and which aren’t. 

Your voice is crucial in the fight to end abuse, neglect and 
exploitation in residential settings.  View the next page for a 
template you can use when contacting your elected officials.
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https://www.stopinstitutionalchildabuse.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1BtYkNP49MjkEq-D-i3Y4gYepvc12zofKQHu0yA06q30/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u6xmIb_v6a-kMTi4Fhk5KOa4z4TALV_75RNt7R4tCw4/edit
https://wewarnedthem.org/tool-kit-2/


Trauma Survivor Resources:

resources
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Finding a Lawyer

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK207198/
https://www.rainn.org/resources


Resources for Advocates:

resources
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Resources for Marginalized people who have experienced Discrimination:

https://ideas.bkconnection.com/how-advocates-for-inclusion-keep-from-burning-out

